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Headteachers message to families - Summer 1 / Friday 17th April 2026 

 

Believe, Engage, Enjoy! 

 

Welcome and Weekly Updates: 

I wanted to take a moment to introduce a new way of keeping in touch, as I will be sharing updates with you each 

week to ensure you are kept informed about all things Fountaindale. 

 

It has been a wonderful first week. I have greatly enjoyed getting to know the pupils and the dedicated staff who 

make this such a fabulous school community. 

 

The week has been full of warm welcomes - lots of handshakes and friendly hellos - as well as inductions to the 

various teams and what feels like a thousand logins as I navigate our digital systems! 

 

Next week, I am looking forward to spending more time in classrooms and continuing to challenge myself to learn 

everyone’s names. I will also be sharing details of a coffee morning and meet-and-greet event planned for later in 

the term, once I am a little more settled. 

 

I look forward to staying connected with you all. 

 

Moles Visit Portland: 

Moles class had a wonderful visit to Portland College this week, where they enjoyed seeing a range of animals 

including donkeys, chickens, and even some beautiful peacocks. The pupils showed great curiosity and excitement 

throughout the trip, making the most of the opportunity to explore and engage with the animals. It was a fantastic 

experience for everyone, and a great time was had by all. 

 

Autism Awareness Month: 

April is Autism Awareness Month, which gives us a chance to celebrate and support everyone in our school 

community. At Fountaindale, we value understanding, kindness, and inclusion.  

 

Here are a few helpful resources that can provide you with more information: 

 

• National Autistic Society - Offers a wide range of information about autism, support strategies, and 

resources for families. 

https://www.autism.org.uk  

• Autism Education Trust - Provides guidance specifically for schools and families to support autistic children 

and young people. 

https://www.autismeducationtrust.org.uk   

• Ambitious about Autism - Focuses on improving opportunities for young people with autism, with useful 

parent-friendly resources. 

https://www.ambitiousaboutautism.org.uk  
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Term Dates 2026/27: 

Please see below our term dates for the 2026/27 academic year. 

 

Autumn Term: 

• Tuesday 1st September 2026 - INSET DAY  

• Wednesday 2nd September 2026 - INSET DAY  

• Thursday 3rd September 2026 - Pupils Return to School 

Half term: Monday 19th October – Friday 30th October 2026 

• Friday 18th December 2026 - End of Term 

 

Spring Term: 

• Monday 4th January 2027 - Pupils Return to School 

Half term: Monday 15th February - Friday 19th February 2027 

• Monday 22nd February 2027 - INSET DAY  

• Thursday 25th March 2027 - End of Term 

 

Summer Term: 

• Monday 12th April 2027 - Pupils Return to School 

Half term: Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June 2027 

• Friday 2nd July 2027 - INSET DAY  

• Wednesday 28th July 2027 - INSET DAY  

 

INSET Dates: 

• Tuesday 1st September 2026 - INSET DAY  

• Wednesday 2nd September 2026 - INSET DAY  

• Monday 22nd February 2027 - INSET DAY  

• Friday 2nd July 2027 - INSET DAY  

• Wednesday 28th July 2027 - INSET DAY  

 

Dawn House School Invitation - Family Fun Day:  

All Fountaindale families have been invited to a family fun event at Dawn House School in Rainworth on Saturday 

16th May - 11am and 2pm.  

 

There will be activities and games, as well as food and drink stalls. You are welcome to bring a picnic, a blanket, and 

chairs so you can relax and enjoy the day. 

 

You can turn up on the day (£10 per family) or pre-book tickets by contacting Dawn House School (01623 795361 or 

enquiries@dawnhouse.org.uk). 

 

We hope this will be a great chance to meet other SEN families in the local community and spend time together. 
 

 

 

I think that’s it for this week, 

 

Wishing you all a lovely weekend, 
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